
What is ELAC? 
• What is ELAC? English Learner Advisory Council - it is a meeting place that

parents can use as a platform to express their concerns and ideas to both the
school and the district, with the possibility of bringing about change.

• How will it benefit the children? They will feel the effects of their parents’
concerns, resulting in an impact on decisions at both the school level and the
district level. They will see the change in their parents, as the parents are
empowered by the trainings they will receive, and as they develop the ability to
speak out for their families.

• What are the programs ELAC offers? ELAC offers workshops that cover
broad areas, such as legal issues involved in working with EL students, trainings
in reading and homework techniques that can immediately help their children, and
trainings in dealing with different family problems.

• Why should the parents attend? This is their arena, where they get to express
their concerns and successes and share with other parents the struggles and joys of
raising their children. This is where they can put forth their thoughts and concerns
about their children's education at the site and district level. Parents have more
expertise about their children's education than they realize.

• How does ELAC help the parents with the education of their children? The
workshops will bring marked improvement in their interactions with their child's
education. Their presence at the school will let the child know that their parents
know what's going on with their education.



English Language Advisory Council 
(ELAC) 

The purpose of the ELAC is to provide parents of English Learners opportunities 
to: 

• Learn more about the programs offered to their children.
• Participate in the schools’ needs assessment of students, parents and teachers.
• Provide input to the principal and school staff of the most positive and effective
strategies for teaching English Learners.

• Provide input on the most effective ways to support full participation of English
Learners in all school activities.

• Provide input on the most effective ways to ensure regular school attendance.
• Have representation at the district level by the attendance of elected officials at the
District English Language Advisory Council (DELAC) meetings.

The Council Membership: 

• The percentage of parents of English Learners in the ELAC must be at least equal to the
percentage of English Learners in the school.

• Principal or Designee
• Teachers of English Learners
• Resource Teachers
• Instructional Aides
• Other parents



School English Learner Advisory Committee 
From California Department of Education 

Categorical Programs Monitoring & Management Unit/Language Proficiency and Academic Accountability Unit 

FORMATION – Each school with 21 or more English learners (also known as LEP 
students), regardless of language, must form a functioning English learner advisory 
committee or subcommittee. 

COMPOSITION REQUIREMENTS –On the committee, the percentage of parents of 
English learners is to be at least the same at the school. After formation and training of 
the ELAC, the ELAC may delegate its legal responsibilities to an existing school 
advisory committee or subcommittee. 

ELECTIONS – Requirements for ELAC elections include: 
1. Parents or guardians of English learners elect parent members of the school committee
or subcommittee.

2. All parents shall be provided the opportunity to vote for committee members.

3. Each school committee shall have the opportunity to elect at least one parent member
to the District English Learner Advisory Committee (DELAC). Districts with 31 or more
ELAC’s may use a system of proportional or regional representation.

MAJOR FUNCTION – The purpose of the ELAC (or subcommittee, if appropriate) is 
to advise the principal and school staff on programs and services for English learners. 

The committee advises (reviews and comments) on at least the following: 

1. Appropriate training and materials to assist each member to carry out his or her
required legal responsibilities.
2. Training which is planned in full consultation with ELAC members. EIA-LEP or
district funds may be used to cover the cost of training and attendance of ELAC members
(e.g., cost associated with child-care, translation services, meals and other reasonable
expenses.)

3. Development of detailed master plan for English leaner education for the
individual school and submits the plan to the district governing board for its
possible consideration and inclusion in the district’s English learner
education master plan.

4. Development of the school’s needs assessment.

5. Administration of the school’s annual language census.

6. Ways to make parents aware of the importance of regular school attendance.



MEETING TOPICS 

Mandatory Topics 
The following must be agenda items mandated by the State regulations. Documentation of these 
items has to be evident in your minutes and/or agendas. 

• Master Plan for English Learners
• Needs Assessment
• Annual Language Census – R30
• Discuss/explain Language Census Report
• School Attendance

Suggested Topics
• Parental Waiver Information
• Parent Guide
• Review Identification and Assessment of English Learners (EL)
• Overview of Program Options for English Learners (EL)
• Reclassification Procedures
•  CBET
•  CELDT
• School English Learners (EL) Program, as it exists at your site
• Vision Statement for English Learners (EL)
• Legal Responsibilities
• School SIP Plan
• Elect Next Year’s Officers
• Parent Complaint Procedures
• Consolidated Report
• Other Appropriate Agenda Items
• Guest Speakers
• Training for Parents on “Having Effective Meetings”
• Training for Parents on “How to Help Their Child Succeed in School”
• Student Presentations
• Presentation of Specific Programs At Your Site 



District English Learner Advisory Committee  
(DELAC) 

From California Department of Education 
Categorical Programs Monitoring/Language Proficiency and Accountability Unit 

FORMATION – Each district with 51 or more English learners (also known as LEP 
students), regardless of language, must form a functioning district English learner 
committee (DELAC) or subcommittee of an existing district-wide advisory committee. 

COMPOSITION REQUIREMENT -Parents or guardians of English learners not 
employed by the district must constitute a majority membership of the committee. After
formation and training of the DELAC, the committee may designate an existing district-         
committee to fulfill the legal responsibilities of a DELAC if the parents and guardians of 
English learners is at least the same percentage of that of English learners of the district. 

ELECTIONS – Each school English learners advisory committee (ELAC) must have the 
opportunity to elect at least on parent member to the DELAC. If the district has 31 or 
more ELACs, it may use a system of proportional or regional representation. 

MAJOR FUNCTION – The purpose of the DELAC, or subcommittee on English 
learner education, is to advise the district governing board (in person and/or in writing) 
on programs and services for English learners. 

TASKS – The committee advises (review and comments) the district governing board on 
at least the following: 

The district shall provide for all DELAC members: 

1. Appropriate training and materials to assist each member to carry out his or her
required legal responsibilities
2. Training which is planned in full consultation with ELAC members. EIA-LEP or
district funds may be used to cover the costs of training and attendance of ELAC 
members (e.g., costs associated with childcare, translation services, meals and other 
reasonable expenses.) 
Legal references: E.C. Section 62002.5 and 33051 (a); Former E.C. Section 52176; 52168; and Title 5 CCR, Section 4312 and 
113039a) 



Acronyms 

ACS  Alternate Course of Study  
BCLAD Bilingual Cross-Cultural Language Academic Development 
CABE California Association of Bilingual Educators  
CALP Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency  
CBET Community Based Tutoring  
CCR Coordinated Compliance Review  
CDE California Department of Education  
CELDT California English Language Development Test  
CLAD Cross-Cultural Language Academic Development  
DELAC District English Language Advisory Committee  
EIA Economic Impact Aide  
EL English Learner  
ELAC English Learner Advisory Committee  
ELD English Language Development  
ELL English Language Learner  
ELM English Language Mainstream  
FEP Fluent English Proficient  
FES Fluent English Speaking  
HLS Home Language Survey  
IPT Idea Proficiency Test  
LAS Language Assessment Scale for Spanish Test 
LCAP Local Control Accountability Plan 
LEP Limited English Proficient  
LES Limited English Speaking  
NABE National Association of Bilingual Educators  
NES Non English Speaking  
PTR Plan to Remedy Plan de  
R-30 Annual English Learner Language Census Report
SABE Spanish Assessment
SDAIE Specially Designed Academic Instruction in English
SEI Structured English Immersion
SIP School Improvement Plan
AMAO Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives
API Academic Performance Index
CPM Categorical Program Monitoring
CST in ELA California English Language Arts Standards Test 
NCLB No Child Left Behind Act of 2001
R30-LC Annual Language Census Report (form R30-LC)




